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Fr. Godard leaves 'Spiritan News'
Spiritan News is under new management - unfortunately. Fr. Jean Godard,
who for the past five years was director of the Information Service at the Generalate, has left us to succeed the late Fr. Paul Bernier as editor of the French Province's magazine, Pentec(Jte sur le Monde. As we say goodbye to Jean, I would
like to thank him for the dedication and professionalism that he brought to his
work. As his assistant for English translations for the past three years, I have
admired his literary style, journalistic sense, feel for layout, skill at map-making,
efficiency as office manager and ability as offset printer (for the Portuguese editions of 1/D and Spiritan News and the many other printing jobs in the house). I
have no doubt that a fall in standards will soon be noticed, but I must thank Jean
for handing over a going concern and a properly equipped office - and for being
such a good confrere to work with.
Jean Godard, 55, was born in the Vandee, France, did his secondary studies
with the Jesuits and entered the Holy Ghost novitiate at Cellule in 1946. He was
ordained in 1952 and, after taking a degree in History and Geography at the University of Lille, taught at Saint-llan from 1956-61. From 1961-70 he worked in
Fr. Jean Godard
Gabon as director of Catholic broadcasting, while teaching at Bessieux College till
1969 and serving as District Superior for his last year there. He was recalled to France as Vicar Provincial (1970-76)
and, after a year's 'recyclage ', came to Rome in 1977 as director of the Information Service. While regretting his
Roland Quesnel
departure from the Generalate, we wish him all success in his new job at · PentecOte '.

Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation
On 19 April this year, the General Council decided to set
would be asked to continue their research and publications,
up a Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation, with Fr.
and other confreres were also invited to join in this. Those
Alphonse Gilbert as its director. It will replace the Spiritan
who publish books, pamphlets or articles on Spiritan subStudies Group, which was set up at the end of 1975 to projects, or give conferences on them, are asked to send a
mote knowledge of our Spiritan sources.
copy to the Secretariat of the Centre at
During the past six years, with Fr. Jothe Generalate.
seph Lecuyer, former Superior General,
The new feature of the Centre is that
as chairman and Fr. Amadeu Martins as
its director will be a travelling ·animator·
secretary, the Spiritan Studies Group has
- in Provinces and Districts that request
brought out 15 issues of Spiritan Papers,
his services, and in more central locaas well as books and articles, and its
tions where confreres meet for Spiritan
members have promoted Spiritan animaretreats or study sessions or for a month
tion through retreats and talks. Apart
of Spiritan recollection. Other confreres
from the chairman and secretary, the folwill be asked to help in this animation on
lowing have served on it: Frs. Joseph
an occasional basis, and there are plans
Bouchaud (R.I.P.), Myles Fay, Bernard A.
for those involved to meet for a month in
Kelly, Henry Koren, Donald Nesti, Franthe summer of 1983 for shared reflection
and prayer.
c;ois Nicolas, Michael O'Carroll, Joaquim
Ramos Seixas, Paul Sigrist and Bernard
Fr. Gilbert, 61, was born in SaintPierre et Miquelon, has taught at the ColTenailleau.
Fr. Myles Fay has been named to aslege Saint-Alexandre in Canada, done
sist Fr. Gilbert as secretary of the new
missionary work in Guinea and Haiti, and
Centre, which will be based at the Generbeen director of scholastics and superior
alate, though Fr. Gilbert will be often out
at Chevilly. From 1975-81 he was local
superior at the Generalate. Fr. Myles
on animation work 'in the field'. It is
Fay, 54, from Ireland, has been a misFr. Alphonse Gilbert
intended that two issues of a new series
sionary in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Tanof Spiritan Papers will . be brought out
each year - one devoted mainly to hiszania, and for the past two years has
torical subjects and the other to Spiritan life today.
been director of scholastics in Chicago. Fr. Amadeu MarSpeaking of the Centre, Fr. Gilbert said that, as its name
tins, secretary of the Spiritan Studies Group and a past Provincial of Portugal, has at last fulfilled his ambition to get to the
indicated, it would devote itself to both Research and Animissions and has gone to Angola as a young missionary of 61.
mation. Those who' served on the Spiritan Studies Group

First Spiritan Congress of Formation Personnel
Spiritan 'formators · from round the world met for the
first time, in Saverne from 18-27 July, to discuss common
approaches in the training of young Spiritans today . There
were 47 participants - of 14 nationalities and from 20 circumscriptions. There are some 400 young men in formation in the Congregation at present, of whom half are from
the · southern hemisphere ·, and , though the formators at the
meeting were mostly from the northern hemisphere, Africa
was represented by seven participants and South and Central America by seven . The General Council was represented by Frs. Gross and Bevan, and Fr. Gilbert, director of
the new Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation , also
took part.
Saverne was chosen as the location so that Libermann's
presence might be felt, and indeed it was. The group gathered in prayer at the monument marking his birthplace, and it
was impossible to walk the streets that he had walked without feeling in touch with him. A conference on the Jewish
community at Saverne in Libermann 's time was given by
M. Wollbrett, president of the Friends of Fr. Libermann , and
Fr. Epp, professor at the University of Strasbourg, spoke on
the missionary movement in Alsace in the last century. A
talk on the Maison Saint-Florent, where the meeting was
held, was also given by the superior, Fr. Arthur Bohn , who,
with his community, is to be greatly thanked for their hospi-

At the Libermann memorial

tality (half the participants lodged in the community and the
others with families in the neighbourhood).
Apart from contact with Libermann, the other important
contact was with each other, and this proved particularly
fruitful, with a sharing of problems, insights and experiences,
and new bonds of friendship being formed. One of the General Assistants commented: " This is an excellent experience. We are getting to know the thinking of formation personnel and the formation personnel are getting to know each
other. A new reality has come into being during these days.
It has no legal definition, but it has come to birth all the same
- an international community of Spiritan formation personnel. "
For the working sessions, a steering committee of four
was elected: Michael Cahill, Serge Hogue, Manuel Magalhaes Fernandes and Neil Rodrigues ; and for the liturgy the
committee was : Jean-Claude Pariat, Edward Vilkauskas,
Eduardo Miranda Ferreira and Jose Carlos de Oliveira .
A day was devoted to prepared presentations from
France, Ireland, Portugal , Nigeria, Brazil and Trinidad, and
then the meeting divided into five discussion groups of
mixed languages. All the groups chose Internationality as
the main subject for discussion. They reported back to the
General Assembly on their discussions, and eventually 19
propositions were put to the vote, some of which were
accepted and some rejected.
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Michael Cahill moderating

On the actual process of formation it was felt that initial
formation should be in one' s own culture, but that a second
language should be learnt from the beginning. There should
be frequent short international experiences at a regional level, and some exchange of students was recommended (each
circumscription deciding at what stage this should take
place) . A narrow majority voted in favour of a mission
experience being obligatory, and it was suggested that this
could profitably be done in a mission run by another Province.
It was voted that formators themselves should all have
had international and/or mission experience, and that there
should be more contact and exchange between them. To
achieve this, it was decided that there would be regional
groupings of formators, and that one from each region
would be chosen to form a coordinating committee. An
information bulletin for formators would be brought out from
time to time. Fr. Anthony Gittins of England was chosen to
edit this, with help from correspondents in the regions.
On Sunday 25 July, the liturgy was celebrated with the
host families, and on the same day reports from the new
Foundations and young Provinces were presented, and there
were discussions in special-interest groups: pre--novitiate ,
novitiate, post-novitiate .
The congress ended with a day's tour of Alsace and a
much appreciated lunch offered by the Spiritan Sisters in
Colmar.

John O'Brien and friends

Provincial and District Chapters
Several Provincial and District Chapters were held
this summer, including those of the two largest Provinces : France and Ireland. They were carefully prepared, with wide consultation and extensive documentation, and issues were faced in the light of the
1980 General Chapter. The General Council was represented at the four Provincial Chapters, and Fr. General was present for part of the French and Irish Chapters.

France (Chevilly, 24 June-13 July)
The French Chapter (the fifth to be held in the
Province) was the longest, covering three full weeks,
and it was also an elective Chapter. Fr. Pierre Haas
was re-elected as Provincial and Fr. Franc;:ois Nicolas
as 2nd Vicar Provincial. The custom of replacing at
least one of the Provincial T earn was maintained, and
Fr. Jean Ferron, who had served for six years as 1st
Vicar Provincial, was replaced by Fr. Pierre Laurent,
the District Superior of Madagascar.
There were 53 capitulants ( 19 of whom were from
mission territories) and about 20 observers. The Provincial Team presented a report on the Province, and
several texts were drawn up and voted on. Missionary animation in France is to be done especially from
seven or eight small communities, though the larger
communities are asked to share in it. Four magazines, aimed at different audiences, are published. A
greater effort is to be made for immigrants and on
· justice and peace· issues . Work for the Auteuil orphanages is to be continued, especially as many of
the boys in them are now from immigrant families.
The three schools (Allex, Blotzheim and Neufgrange)
are to be maintained as Spiritan junior secondary
schools, though with greater lay participation, and the
three ·foyers' (Colmar, Strasbourg and Valence) will
cater for senior secondary students who show an
interest in Spiritan life. Post-secondary aspirants will
do their first two years at Chevilly, then two years in
the missions, followed by another two years at Chevilly, the second of them being the novitiate. Only at
this stage will the choice for the priesthood or the
consecrated laity be made, the candidates for the
priesthood doing three years of theology in Paris and
the others receiving some form of specialized training.
Experiments in new forms of lay participation were
encouraged, and other texts dealt with care of the
aged and the Province's finances.

Ireland (Dublin, 2 7 June-10 July)
The Irish Chapter (the fourth in the Province) was
held at the Carysfort Teacher Training College, Blackrock, and lasted two weeks. It was not an elective
Chapter. The 42 capitulants met in general sessions
and in five smaller groups, each of which discussed all
the topics proposed.
It was decided that an action group would be set
up to promote knowledge of the Founders and of the
Congregation through a resource centre, publications,
retreats and seminars. For missionary animation and
the vocations apostolate, a rotation system would be
established to enable confreres from the missions to
help in this work. The text voted on Justice and
Peace was a particularly strong one, expressing concern for the "cry of the poor" and calling on both
communities and individuals to greater effort in this
area, especially for the changing of unjust structures.
Present apostolic involvements are to be evaluated in
the light of the "cry of the poor", and encourage-

ment -will be given to those who initiate projects to
deal with situations of injustice. In the text on retirement, it was decided that one of the Provincial Councillors would be given special responsibility for the
care of the aged. The Provincial Council is to be
made up of the Provincial, the Provincial Secretary
and four Councillors (for Mission, Personnel, Education and Administration). Meetings will also be held
from time to time of an Extended Provincial Council
(including superiors of the home communities and delegates for special groups) and of an Enlarged Provincial Council (including the District and Group superiors). The text on community life gave practical guidelines for community renewal, and there were also
texts on redeployment, education and finance.

U.S.A. East (Bethel Park, 27 June-2 July)
The fifth Provincial Chapter of U.S.A. East was
preceded by two Renewal Weeks at Bethel Park, in
one or other of which most of the members of the
Province participated. · The Chapter unanimously reelected Fr. William Headley as Provincial and asked
him to work for unity, hope and renewal in the Province. The first day was devoted to reports on the
home Province, Puerto Rico, Kilimanjaro and the East
African Foundation . The capitulants then divided into
three committees, dealing with Spiritan Life, Ministry
and Governance. The text that was finally voted on
Spiritan Life called for conversion, the overcoming of
inertia, and mutual support and affirmation. That on
Ministry re-affirmed a strong commitment to the
poorest and asked for more work for vqcations and
the development of the Associates' program. The
text on Governance suggested ways to make regional
communities more effective, and proposed the holding of a general assembly of members of the home
Province.

Belg.ium (Gentinnes, 26-29 July)
The 16 members of the Chapter unanimously reelected Fr. Aerni Peeters for a third term as Provincial.
After consultation with the Chapter, the Provincial
then named his Council: Frs. Burgraff (Assistant),
Scheelen (Provincial Bursar), De Backere, F. Lambert
and Van Tendeloo . While agreeing that as many
members of the Province as possible should be sent
to the missions (31 of the 97 members are there at
present), the Chapter recalled that there was much
missionary work to be done at home. The importance of work for vocations was insisted on, in spite
of the poor response in Europe at the moment. The
Kongolo memorial at Gentinnes would continue to be
the focal point of the Province's missionary animation .

Alto Jurua (Cruzeiro do Sul, 20-21 July)
The District Chapter of Alto Jurua elected Fr. Friedrich Siegers as District Superior, to succeed Fr. KarlHeinz Schader, who was in Germany on sick leave.
As Councillors to assist him they elected Fr. Herbert
Douteil, Fr. Matthias Leven and Bishop Ludwig
Herbst. Among topics discussed, vocations and formation received most attention . It was decided that
the aspirants finishing their secondary studies would
go south to Sao Paulo for their philosophy. If the
house there could not receive them this year, they
would do a year in the parish of Feij6 before going to
Sao Paulo.
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News Items
Decisions of the General Council

NIGERIA EAST

Timothy AKUBUEZE, Barth OFOEGBU, Gerard OHAERI, Augustine
OGUMERE, Anthony OPARAH, and
Martin UMUNNAKWE (Nigeria
East)
Thomas WHELAN (Ireland), 1983
Gregory MALLY A (EAF), 1983
Augustine SHAOW (EAF), 1983

The General Council
• on 19 April, set up a Spiritan Centre for Research and
Animation, to replace the former Spiritan Studies Group,
and appointed Fr. Alphonse GILBERT as its director for a 5year term;
• on 19 April, confirmed the election of Fr. Hugh FAGAN as
District Superior of the Gambia for a 3-year term beginning
on 15 June;
• on 26 April, constituted Zambia as an International Group
directly dependent on the General Council. Fr. Stephen
DARCY will continue as Superior until the end of his present
mandate ( 1983);
• on 17 May, confirmed the election of Fr. Siebren DE
LANGE as Provincial of Holland for a 3-year term, as from
7 May;
• on 24 May, appointed Fr. Jean DAVIET as District Superior of Senegal for a second 3-year term beginning on
1 Sept.;
• on 7 Aug., confirmed the re-election of Fr. William HEADLEY as Provincial of USA/E for a second 3-year term beginning on 17 Aug.;
• on 7 Aug., confirmed the re-election of Fr. Pierre HAAS as
Provincial of France for a second 3-year term, as from
30 June;
• on 7 Aug., confirmed the re-election of Fr. Remi PEETERS
as Provincial of Belgium for a third 3-year term, as from
3 Aug.;
• on 7 Aug., confirmed the election of Fr. Georges BOUVIER
as District Superior of French Guiana for a 3-year term
beginning on 1 Dec. 1982;
• on 7 Aug., noted the election of Fr. Pierre LAURENT, District Superior of Madagascar, as Vicar Provincial of France,
and invited the First Assistant of Madagascar to proceed to
consultations for the appointment of a new District Superior;
• on 30 Aug., appointed Fr. Maurice FRECHARD as Superior
of the French Seminary in Rome for a 3-year term beginning on 30 Aug. The Holy See had ap~ointed Fr. Frechard
as Rector of the Seminary on 14 June. (Fr. Jean Savoie, after seven years as Rector of the Seminary, has returned to
his former mission in Cameroon) ;
• on 1 Sept., confirmed the election of Fr. Friedrich SIEGERS
as District Superior of Alto Jurua for a 3-year term beginning on 7 Jan. 1983;
• on 14 Sept., appointed Fr. Roger BILLY as District Superior of Madagascar tor a 3-year term beginning on
15 Sept.;
• on 14 Sept., re-appointed Fr. Jozef KOLASNY as Provincial of Poland for a fourth 3-year term beginning on 5 Dec.
1982.

First Appointments
The General Council made first appointments to the following circumscriptions this year:
ANGOLA
Brendan CARR (Ireland), 1983
Calm REIDY (Ireland), 1983
CAPE VERDE
Manuel Martins NOV AIS FERREIRA
(Portugal)
GABON
Gilles GUINCHARD (France)
Matthew CHUKWULOBE (Nigeria
GAMBIA
East)
William CLEARY (Ireland), 1983
GHANA
Michael DALY (Ireland)
Sean DE LEIS (Ireland)
KWARA-BENUE
Eugene AZUINYE (Nigeria East)
Gregory NJOKU (Nigeria East)

SIERRA LEONE
ZAMBIA

PAKISTAN
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

"Patrick NOLAN (Ireland), 1983
Patrick CALLAGHAN (Tr.-Can.)

USA/E

Garry BURNS (USA/E)

Further Studies

Gabriel KITIRA (EAF), 1983
Rogatian MASOY (EAF), 1983

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
: Frs. Georges LE FAUCHEUR a.nd Franc;:ois LE
ROUX (France).

1 Nov.

50 Years of Profession:
13 Nov.
8 Dec.
11 Dec.
15 Dec.

Br. Marian GASIOROWSKI (France).
Br. Herbert KRAMER (Germany).
Br. Lambert GRIENENBERGER, Ernest SCHLOSSER and Marcellin STRIEBEL (France).
Brs. Nicephorus BASTIAANSEN (Bagamoyo),
Theophilus VERVER and Zepherinus VAN ZIJL
(Holland) .

50 Years of Priesthood:
17 Dec. : Fr. Henrique ALVES (Portugal).
21 Dec. : Frs. Arnoldus VAN DOMMELEN (Holland) and
Jacobus MEEKERS (Brazil Central).

Our Dead
13 May
20 May
9 June
15 June
23 June
24 June
28 June
29 June
1 July
10 July
10 July
19 July
19 July
4 Aug.
7 Aug.
10 Aug.
11 Aug.
25 Aug.
27 Aug.
27 Aug.
29 Aug.
30 Aug.
5 Sept.
6 Sept.
9 Sept.
12 Sept.
13 Sept.
15 Sept.
15 Sept.
19 Sept.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Michael V. KANDA (USA/E), 68.
Franciszek MIENTKI (Poland), 68.
Franc;:ois BARXELL (France), 70.
Francis T. COLVARD (USA/E), 62.
George P. RENGERS (USA/E), 70.
Callixte CUPINI (France), 75.
Antoine WURZEL (France), 73.
Longinus DREHER (Sthn Africa), 72.
James HAMILL (England), 77.
Joseph LUTZ (Fr. Guiana), 65.
William G. McMENEMY (USA/W), 86.
Louis MANGEL (Reunion), 70.
Wilhelm HENN (Sthn Africa), 78.
Henricus·sTRICK (Holland), 89.
Philip AVERY (England), 76.
Mauritius SCHARENBERG (Germany), 81 .
Georges BOYER (Senegal), 57 .
Antonius VAN DEN HURK (Angola), 66.
Johannes RIETBERGEN (Yaounde), 54.
Heinrich KLEIN (Germany), 75.
Arsene POIGNANT (Reunion), 82.
Eugene WILLER (Reunion), 73.
Ernest ZELLER (France), 74.
Paul DELIENS (France), 76.
Kasimierz NOWAK (Poland), 62.
Bernard WEIGEL (France), 59.
Jacques T ABOURIN (France), 54.
Charles LITSCHGI (France), 62.
Cornelis AL (Holland), 60.
Joseph FISCHER (France), 63.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.
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